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[PBKFGEFVZKEPQ

ĉZ‘rB@I]KyŶZ@BMXKGGK

B[ZKPK[BIKGPXGK

K[KCFBI\CTGNOF\GZF

HG[MZG[NP[VJFCMGZF

B.V\KIF;C.FZPC"OGCRKIGDGTNNKPGEF\NPGE;D.PICZKOCRK
HPRRGTN[KJ\FZPC"O;E.F’\NPGE’[NFZPC"O.

B.V\KIF

FZPC"O\MRQB\FPCXTF\GZRKFDEGN[NGMIKCGZPYKUGPSMON#PSGZ\

FFNM\K\MGNF,FPDK[NMNPTKKQGNMNNGPEFNMFCZGZFGVSGYFCMN

F\GZFMGNF,
1

IKCGZFBPGZNTPGENCRKK[ZBNN[OMLTESGUMNFEGZG\.

DK[FRGIFHGNKEKT\FFNMFFKK\FIKEG[DPGZ,[FZKTE[CB’P[RF

\GZF’NTGNOFKK\FKEKT\MNFPXGG\MZGMFCPBPXKOTKNBKKO,B[ZKIKEK

SDGNFCNCEKMNGNTPGECFO.

KEGTFFXFZ\G[NFZPC"OCFYEPFNIKCGZGFDEGN:

NVKMLYZB\K[OIKCGZHFP[RF\GZF.NVK[BEOYGZB\GZF[CM\C

\INF,GBIZMLYGZBC@HF,GKGETPPRG\GZF[CTNVFMGNF,GBKRG

XZKLNYZG\SVZBIZCKRKFO.
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1CFYEPFNSVZFPXGG\)TNFMGGRFNICZP[RF\GZF(:’ZBK\KDONRMGQNYCGWYGCW

[KMNGNB\MNEKRKF\GZFGPT[KFTE[NBKEIPPRGREI...G[KFKFBG\GFYGCWMGNN

MNEKRK\GZ\P[FZCRG,B[ZK[NFOXGZLCHPQFDNG\GB[ZBKQNFOXGZL’)\ZDGO

PPFEGZ\K’YBVI,BDZG\FZPC"O,KZG[NKO\[N"C,TP’B(.
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ECZKOEGPKOMG\CFZPC"OCFYEPFNSVZFPXGG\TNP[RF\GZF

FP\GMRQ:

MNNG[NECZ,[NBKFBXGZLBIZKF\GZFNSVZBIZHGN\GMEKNNPGE

PPRG[GOECZPPF[XZKLCMNF\GZF,CKQPEBGZKK\BCKQPEZCRQ
2

.

BUCDGUFIKCGZ,CSGUFNMG\YKEG[FIGE[,M\CFZPC"O:

FZKCKBZRGI[CGRG\MNFEZMKO[XZKMKQNFO...MEK[KFKFFMNKEGT

NPCKRKOGNBKISZGEZLPEZMKF\GZF,GNBK[GJJGNCY[BIZKF

CSVZKOBIZKO,c]ẐreP+T#NS+V&ZF’eŶZ@Be,B#I#\P+F+m@FN‘BR&T̂c@Z@F

)K[TKFNE,JH(.

CHPRRGYOVGNPGSPIE[FBOBGPROF\MGGQFZPC"ONCJNBUB\NKPGE

F\NPGE.RG[BHFT[GKNFKG\JTGQ,PVB\FPYGOFPZMHK[HMFNGNKPGE

F\NPGECTKRKZCKO,GFFTZXFFDEGNFFPGTRY\NR[ZFDEGN.NVRK[RVRF

N#ETG\FNNG,RSYGZB\FPYGZG\,B[ZPFOTGNFNET\KMGGR\FZPC"O

CBGVQIE-P[PTK.

C.FZPC"OGCRKIGDGTNNKPGEF\NPGE

NPT[F,NBZY[BKQBEOXZKLNTSGYC\NPGEPMBQGBKNLNVKFZPC"O,

DONBMEKKNG[KTSGYCG.

’BKRGXZKL’MKXE?

FZPC"OZBFB\F\NPGEFCCNK,TOFSVZG\F\NPGEK\MGNF,MMNKFPKGTE

NFYRKK\KEKT\FFNMFGNIKRGLNPKEG\JGCG\,G\GNB.B\BNFRK\QNFVKY

PQFIKCGZFIE[C#EZLFJGCFCKG\Z.FZPC"ONBFJTKO[FTKSGYC\NPGE

FGBYKGOPQFPGCIZ[NPXG\\NPGE\GZF,G[EGGYBCGK[NYKKO

’GFDK\CGKGPOGNKNF’,METFFPYGCN\MKGOBXNZCKO.FZPC"OBUNBSCZ

MKFTZLF\ZCG\KFPTGNF[NF\NPGEPXEKYF\ZMHG\CGNMNBGZL

FIKKO.MVK[K[SCGZKOMKGO,GBRGMKRPRFTPFO.NZPC"OFKGKTEKO
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\ZCG\KKOBIZKO.NEKEG,NBIZ[BEOMCZKGETB\FFNMFTNCGZKF,

RS\KKOTKEQFTKGQCSVZKO,GCPYGPG\CGBFF\CGRRG\FBK[K\CEZMKF\GZF

GFIMPF.GEZ[\GIYZ\FKJCC\GZFG[MZLP\GYQNT\KENCGB,GBU

FIMPF\IKKC[MZZCN\[NAO.

’BKRGMEKK’MKXE?

NVKFZPC"O,FPTPKYCNKPGEF\NPGEKG\ZPEKK[GYTCEYEGYKEYEGYKQ

[N[YNBGJZKB,[BKQCFOCZMF.K[NFZIKYB\F\NPKEFP\IKN

PNKPGEF\NPGE,[CGFGBPKGTEZYNYNYGNGNBN\KYGQ,PVB\FBDEG\

FPGHZG\,FP[C[G\B\[MNG[NPK[P\KKISBNKFQMV[GJQ.[FZKV[J

HFSG\ZB\TYZGRG\FBPGRFMVK[FZPC"ORKSIBG\O.DONBEO[MCZ

NPE\GZF[CTNVFMGNFP\GLFIKCGZ,BKQ\GTN\CNKPGEF\NPGE,

[FVNVGNKO[CGMZGMKOCCHCGHHPQNZKY.GPK[CBNVZ[P[RF\GZF

P\GLF\NPGE,P[\YKQBG\G.

BMQFZPC"O[IZZB\FTOPNKPGEF\NPGE.ZBGKNFRKIB\F\NPGE

CPYGPG,GKRGIC[NGO.BGNOMNHFZY’NT\KENCGB,NM[\MNFFYRBF

G\BGG\F[ZZF,KS\VYGMNCRKK[ZBNCGNCEGGKKHRIMN)SVZFNMF(PNCEG

CNKSVY,VZJNPK[KCY[TRKKQNTRG\CG~!|MNKPKG,BUBONBK[KDMN

\MNK\’;
3

’[MNCRKFBGPFT\KEKONFSMKOVFBIE[KXPXPGCIKCGZFHF

NCEGKHRKIGMNIKCGZHGN\G’
4

.BCNCHPQFHF,JZORT[@FP[RF\GZFRIN\

FMNN,KGETFZPC"OMKXENFS\DNNPXKBG\,DOBOMZGMKOCMLGGK\GZKO

GV[ZG\.M[CBGYCGXG\YJRG\[N\NPKEKONVRKG,GCKY[GPPRGNNPEO

FNMG\FZK"UBGVZYK\NPGE,NBRHUCFO,NBEIFBG\OGNBFJKUNFOTN

MK[NGRONFS\DNNTKEQFIE[,TKEQFIKCGZFDEGN.YOGNKPENFOPF

[CKY[G.

GTGE,CPXKBG\[N\YGVFIE[FHGYPGPTZTZKOTNVSYKG[N

FZPC"O,GF\NGRRG[K[PECZKGFSG\ZKOB\VSYKFFNMF[NFZK"U.CPXC
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3PECZKFZPC"ON\NPKEGZ’KGSUCZ’KFGEF)PFEGZ\K’[KN\,BDZG\FZPC"O,KZG[NKO

\[P"H,TP’[C(;B"[FNYKQ,’SRKDGZKFTNSVZ"P[RF\GZF"’,\ZCKW,MF)\[J"H(,

TP’416~=E"XCRTJ,BDZG\FZPC"O,KZG[NKO\[P"F,TP’52|.

4FNYKQ,[O,TP’.416
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HFZBFFZPC"ONRMGQNFPNKWTNCEKY\FPYGZC\NPGEGTNTZKM\

F[GGBFCKQFNMG\FZK"UN#IKCGZCEKQFPSGKO,CMEK[KGCQPFFKK\FSCZ\

FZPC"OGP&FFKGRKPGYKGCVSKY\G[NBMZK"U,CIKR\:’BT"V[BPZGBKQ

YGZKQCM\CKFYE[C[C\,BCNBOXZKLNGECZNCEGY,RGJN~SVZ|

GCGEY’)\GSV\B[C\,KDB(.BGNOTOFS\DNG\HGNVDTKFPXKBG\NBHH

ZCRGPIHGRGMFGBHF.

FTYZGRG\[NFZPC"OP\CZZKOP\GLFRBPZCBDZG\KGGC\[GCG\KG

[NGG[NCRKIGDG,GNBPTJP\GLECZKIMOTNGOCQIGDG[NCK\FZPC"O,

[R\VZSPGNZB[GRFCKEKBCZFOFNYKQ,C[O’SRKDGZKFTNSVZ"P[RF

\GZF"’
5

.

BNGFTYZGRG\:

B(PMBQGBKNLF\NPGEBKRRGZNGGRJK.

C\[GC\FZPC"ON\NPKEGZ’KGSUCZ’KFGEFM\C:
6

MKFPJZFFPCGY[\CMNPF[RBSUC\NPGEGCHGN\GRDPZF,RMZ\F

GBCEF.

C(FP[BGP\QC\NPGEBKQNGTZLRXIK.FPZCKONTSGYCGSGVO[PCJNKO

B\HPRO,MKTNKEKHB\FOPHRKIKOB\FTKYZ,[FGBKEKT\FPXGG\.GML

CBG\F\[GCF:

GBO\̂BCEB\FHPQCVKZG[KQGVKZG[KSGDKG\FDPZ~B|,GBG\OFECZKO

B[ZVJZRGPFQ~!|,K‘BCEFHPQG\PTJF\GTN\
7

.
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5TNPSPLRVNBHFZBFFNYKQ)NTKNFTZF3(.MT\F\VZSPFF[NPFI[GCF:P. B.
Fenton, ‘Le Taqwi-m al-adya-n de Daniel Ibn al-Ma-šita, nouvelle pièce de
la controverse maı̈monidienne en Orient’, Revue des études juives, 145

(1986), pp. 290-293.GTKKRGFTZF.18

6FNYKQ)NTKNFTZF3(,TP’417;GP[OYBVI)NTKNFTZF1(,TP’YNF-YNG;[KN\

)NTKNFTZF3(,TP’ZRG-ZRJ.
7PFEGZ\YBVI)NTKNFTZF1(,TP’YNE.GBKNGC\ZDGO[KN\:’GTX\KFKB[\T[F

KDKTLFPSIZGNKPGEFZVGBF,TOFTSYC\NPGE\GZFCBP\~!|GNB\NPEBNB

FNMG\FZC,G\[GFBG\GNIKCGZ,GBOPXB\OPINGY\\ETG[TKGQF\NPGEPCKB

NML,G\EZ[GFGCPYGPG\KG.GBO\MNFHPRLCVKZG[KOGCVKZG[KFGKG\FDPZB,GBG\O

FECZKOB[ZFRIRGPTPNO~!|{FZKHFBKCGEFHPQGPKTGJF\GTN\’)PFEGZ\
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G\MNK\FNPERKOCP[BGP\Q[C\NPGEMKNGKFHPQGCKJGNG,
8

MBKNG

FMGGRFGFPJZFFQFKDKTFCPINGY\...GNBHB\F\MNK\FZB[GRF.

BEZCF,NBCBGFEKGRKOGFP[B-GP\QBNBCPYZF,PVRK[RVNGECZKO

EG-P[PTKKO[VKZ[OBIEVKZG[-PF,GCBICZGGVKZ[FKVGMG,GZBF

MNBIEPFOXGZLNDNG\EZL-FSCZGFPSKKTNG,MEK[KMZKTVKZG[G.

GFMGGRFFTKYZK\BKRFBNBNFMKZPFBEOIKKCNT[G\GPPFTNKG

NFKHFZ
9

.

D(MNFPZCFCP[BGP\QF\NPGETG[FHB\MEKNKJGNB\F[ONMCGE

TXPG:

FZKBEOMHFZGBFHB\NBZYTRKKQNTRG\CG,MKBOPJZFG\MNK\

ZB[GRFB[ZCTHZ\FKFKFDEGNCK[ZBNGBG\FKEZG[
10

.

E(BOKYEKOBEONKPGEF\NPGENVRKNKPGEFIKCGZ,K\YNYNP\GL

FBDEG\,GMCZBKQNG\KYGQ.PECZKFSRKDGZKF:

FZKFP\IKNMNKZKY...GM[FGBP\IKNCNKPGEF\NPGECZKYRG\GHB\,

SGVGNCGBBNBG\QFPXGNG\GBG\QFS\KZG\...BIZMLKDKTBNPTKQ

BG\OFPBPZKO[RBPZGMDGQ’K[PTBNCRKCZMRK’,
11

BG[’FYC"FPNPE

\KRGYG\’,
12

BG[FGB’C[TF[[K\KG[CGP[IYTONGK\Q’,
13

BG

[’FYC"FPGZKE[\KEPTG\GFGNMG\NKOFPNI’
14

...GFTNGCFHFKBPKQ
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[KN\~NTKNFTZF3|,TP’[KC-[KD(.CBKDZ\NZCKRGKFGR\Q,CRKPF[NF\RXNG\:

’[NBR\MGGR\KCICGZHFBNBNVRG\FEZMKOGNFSKZFPM[GNG\PNVRKF\NPKEKO

[NB\IN[ET\QPZGCFP[BGFP\Q’)PFEGZ\K’CNBG,\[GCG\FZPC"O,D,KZG[NKO

\[P"G,TP’57(.

8’GPJZ\FNGPEKOBCGEFHPQCP[BGP\Q[C\NPGE’)PFEGZ\YBVI~NTKNFTZF1|,

TP’YNG(;’G\MNK\FNPERKOMKNGKFHPQCP[BGP\Q[C\NPGE’)PFEGZ\[KN\~NTKN

FTZF3|,TP’ZRI(.

9FNYKQ)NTKNFTZF3(,TP’417;GP[OYBVI)NTKNFTZF1(,TP’YNF-YNG;[KN\

)NTKNFTZF3(,TP’ZRG-ZRJ.
10[O.

11CCNK,CZMG\HT"B.

12CCNK,TCGEFHZFDT"C.

13[O.

14CCNK,CZMG\RJT"B.
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NECZKOFNNGMV[GJO...GYCN\BI\PFQMV[GJFK[CFP[GOMVKZF

CTKYZGM[...KTCGZ...PQF\NPGEBNFIKCGZ,NBKGMNNFKVJZPPF

[RS\CLCPGIG...’[CG[BMKGQETNTN’GBO[RGQFGBGIZKUKCGBNKEK

PFGPFGPCGMF...GBOK[CGYX\ZGT-NCK\IKNNF\NGRQTNFIKCGZ15

...

GMQCFNMG\PNMKO)KCC(:

GNTGNONBK\TSYBEOCECZKFFDEG\...[BKQPCKBKQNBNKEKKZBFGNB

NKEKBFCF
16

.

F(DONBIZ[BEONPEGFCKQP[RF\GZFMGNG,NBKVZ[B\FIKCGZP\GL

F\NPGE.CBG\FSRKDGZKFSGVZSKVGZHF:

FRRKPSVZNLECZ[[PT\KGBRKGMNFRPXBKOTPKCCK\PEZ[G

[NZCRGBCZFOFISKEFYEG[HX"N,[BPZBG\GCEZL\[GCFNBIE

F\NPKEKOTNTRKKQ[CBCIKCGZ,GZXF~BG\G\NPKE|[KVZ[FGNFOPQ

F\NPGE...BPZNGH"N:MECZFHFYZFNZCRG,ZGXFNGPZ:BCKG,TO

BEO[FKFCBPYBFKZNVSJBJNCK\-PEZ[G[NZCRGP[FHY"N,GFKF

BG\GBEOSCGZ[FGBCTN\NPGE.GM[CBNCK\FPEZ[RHEPQPBPZ

C#IKCGZGVKZ[G~MNGPZ,FZPC"O|N\NPKEKONVKV[GJGGFGZB\G.GTN

FPBPZFHFK[P[BGP\QC\NPGE.FTKZBG\GCTN\NPGEB\ZCRGTN

MLGZXF[KPSGZPF[RBPZ~C\NPGE|CY[ZTOBG\GPBPZ.F[KCNG

H"NCN[GQFHF:’NGFK\FPI[C\K[BVZ[B\FIKCGZC\NPGE,NB

M\C\KIKCGZ’.CJNGBVGBECZKFBGPZ[NBKKYZBCIKCGZTE[KVGZ[

C\NPGE
17

.
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15FNYKQ)NTKNFTZF3(,TP’.419

16TNF\PGZFCI[KC\G[NFZPC"ONBDEG\GKISGBNKFQZBFPBPZGFI[GC[NK’

NGZCZCGKO,’\PGZG\CKISG[NFZPC"ONPEZ[G\IH"N’,\ZCKW,TI)\[S"J(TP’

81-122)GK[NFGSKU[OF\KKISG\HGPFNMG\PNMKO(.NVKFP\GBZ[O,C\YGV\G

FZB[GRF,GMVK[CBNCKJGKCVKZG[FP[RF,BGPROCKJNFZPC"OB\FCR\FBDEG\

’NVKV[GJQ’,PVRK[\NFB\TKRKGCP[PTG\QMP[NKOFP\KKISKON\GLVKNGSGVK,

GBKNGC\YGVFFBIZGRFF\ZIYP\YGGFHGGFXJZUNFS\KKDG\FMNNK\[NFDBGRKO

PQFBDEG\.

17FNYKQ)NTKNFTZF3(,TP’418;FGCBDOBXN[KN\)NTKNFTZF3(,TP’ZRE-ZRF.
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FHEPRG\REKZFFKBNXZUMBQEKGQCKISG[NFZPC"ONNKPGEF\NPGEG[BZ

SVZKFFNMFBIZKVZSGOP[RF\GZFP\GLYJTKOIE[KO[N’SRKDGZKF’

[R\VZSPGTNKEKVRJGQ.MG\CFBKDZ\,NBIZ[XKKQB\PJZG\KG[N

FZPC"OCIKCGZP[RF\GZF,MVK[VGZJGCFYEPFNSVZFPXGG\,PP[KL

CHFFN[GQ:
18

P[GOML,FPICZEGIFPKEB\FJTRFFPCGNCN\[NBNFFNGPEKO

IKCGZKOBIZKO,NVKFK[[BNG\[FGBBKRGPHMKZ)CP[RF\GZF(.BCN

BG\OTRKKRKO[BKRGPCKBBKRORIGXKONFCR\FFNMF,MKKGETPK[PCKQ

B\F*\NPGE*[K[CGPBPZKOSG\ZKOHFB\HFGPBPZKOPRGDEKOHF

NHF,GPBPZKO[RBPZGGNBIZPMQIHZGCFOPFO,MB[ZF\CZZF

S\KZ\O.RGSUTNPBPZKOBIZKO~CDKNKGQ:PJVKSKKO[DNKRGSMCZVJZ

)BG\RG(PNFCKBO,GRG[BKOBSJZGRGPKKOFZBGKKOKG\ZCSVZKO[N

CJNPKGS
19

GPBPZKOBIZKO[FEKGQCFOKFKFBZGLPEKK{MVK[FO

)IH"N(TXPOBPZG:*’GRXIGIMPKBGPG\FTGNONIMPKK[ZBN’
20

CECZKOFFO|[BKQNFOY[ZNFNMFFPIKKC\.GPBPZ[FGBMKGXB

CHF,FZKBKQXGZLCG.
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18VRJGQ)NTKNFTZF5(,TP’290-293,VZSOB\N[GQFYJTKOFIE[KOTO\ZDGPO

PTZCK\NXZV\K\.BKQFRGSIFTCZKENFNQRGJNTNTXPG\ZDGOGFFEZFMECTK,BNB

PSKZ\\GMQFPGCBFFPSGKP\CTCZK\.JKCG\BNBIKFKYZCTNFKGCNTNFFVRKF

)NTKNFTZF5(,GTN\KYGRKOGKK[GZNINY[NRGSIHF.PKNKOFCBG\CTCZK\CPYGZ

SGPRGCMGMCKG\,MDGQ:*\NPGE*.

19=\NPK)Ptolemaeus(.

20CFTZ\G[NVRJGQ)NTKNFTZF5(:cf. Gilyo-n ha-Šas sur TB Pesa-h. i
-m 94b et

Guide II,8, éd. Qa-fih. p.290 n. 8.CDNKGQF["S[OFVRFN[KJFPYGCX\NCCNK,M\GCG\KD

T"C,G[OP[PG[NFZB"[:’GMQ[PT\KP[PG[NZ"\H"N[FKFBGPZMQTNFBEBPZKRQCV’

PK[FKFJPB~=CCNK,VSIKOXEC|IMPKK[ZBNBGPZKODNDNYCGTGPHNG\IGHZKO

GIMPKBGPG\FTGNOBGPZKOGMG’GBPZKRQF\OBPZZ’\[GCFNECZKFOMG’GBPZZ"\

H"NEBT"DERXIGIMPKBGPG\FTGNONIMPKK[ZBNFKKRGRXIGQCJTRG\BCN

FBP\FGBMIMPKK[ZBN’.PS\CZ[N[GQHFFKFNVRKFZB[GRKOCVSIKO[O,[FZK

FZPC"OMG\CCPGZFFRCGMKOFR"N:’GFGBBPZOCVKZG["GRXIGIMPKBGPG\

FTGNO"’)CCCNK,TKZGCKQPFT"B:’MBQ[RXIGBGPG\FTGNOB\TXPQ’,GFGBCGGEBK

MKRGKNK[ZBNMCCCNKTCGEFHZFPBT"B’PYN[ZGEFB\TXPG\I\MNFTGNO

CPYN’[Z"N[ZGEFB\MNFTGNO.GMQCEYEGYKSGVZKONTKZGCKQ[OFGCBFFDZSB

’B\K[ZBN’CPYGO’B\TXPQ’.CTNEY"SFCKBDKZSBHGC[O’E"[’=EVGS



PFP[PTG\FP[VJ:’MNNG[NECZ[NBKFBXGZLBIZKF\GZFNSVZ

BIZHGN\GMEKNNPGEPPRG[GOECZPPF[XZKLCMNF\GZF,*CKQ

PEBGZKK\B~CDKNKGQ:CKQPEZCRQ*|’?
21

YGZBKK,PNGPEKOBG[BKROPNGPEKO,FBOYKKP\TGE)CKYGZ\(NBIZ

FMZHFHG?FBOPG\ZNPK[NGPE*\GZFN[PF*C*DNG\*[NRGNYZGB

ECZBIZBGNF[NG\B\TXPG[K[XGZLCSVZBIZC\IGOFFNMF?

BNBBOMQPEGCZC[BNG\SCGMG\~CDKNKGQ:[K[NFCKBQNFMZTFCVRK

EKKRKOBGCTNKSPMG\FNM\K\|,FPXZKMG\NNM\NPGPIFBGNPNGPE,

BG[FQPTNGPTCZNFCR\G[NFNGPEFPCY[JGC\RV[G.CBG\F

[TF,FECZNB)KVDTCG?(,MKCZDT[K[NGJCTKYZKFE\,ISZGRO[N

FVZJKOFRTNPKOPPRGNBKHKY.

CB[ZNBNFFBGPZKO[BK[BKRGPSGDNNFCKQB\FIKCGZGNFVKYPPRG

KK[GOPT[KCNK[NPEB\F\NPGE,JGTKOFOJTG\DEGNF.MEK

NFPIK[B\IGN[\F[NJTRFHG,RGSUTNPF[RBPZTEMFGPF[...

MBQPVZJFMG\CB\ET\FZPC"O:MT\,M[MNFFNMFPSGEZ\CP[RF

\GZF,K[NFKPRTPNKPGEF\NPGECDNNFS\KZG\,FEKGQCTPEG\[F\NPGE

TXPGEGIFBG\QMPGJTG\,GCDNNECZKPETFMNGNKOC\NPGE,[TEKVKO

PFORK\QNPXGBCECZKBGPG\FTGNO.CSGUYJTHFCBFMG\CNEIG\

JTRG\RDEFZPC"OFEGPG\NHG[NFZB"[,[M\C:’GMQJGTKOMNFPGZKO

FGZBG\P\GLECZKFZPC"OH"NGBKRQCYKBKQCDPZB,NKETPFKMQFGXKB

ECZKG,JGTKQNF\KZFBSGZGNBSGZB\FPG\Z’)\[GCG\,MNNNB,SKPQJ(
22

.

GBKQCKERGBNB\IKN\O[NECZKO,[MBQRYJT[ZKEIE[HF.

BNFFOPYGZG\F\KTGE,GFOPECZKOCTETXPO.FVGNPGSCTRKKQHF

RIRLCKEKZ’VRISFEKKQ,IMOXZV\KCQHPRG[NFZPC"O,[[MQ
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[BNGRKYK,GFGBEVGSVSFBCGE,ZBGI"HEKPKJZGCSYK,[ZKEKCCNK,RKGKGZY\[N"J,

TP’44-48;B"BSJGNPQ,\NPGEFBKDGE:FPGXB\VKNKQ,TKZGCKQVZYT[KZKPQ

F\NPGEFCCNK,KZG[NKO\[S"I,TP’KI-KJ.
21FYEPFNSVZFPXGG\)PFEGZ\YBVI~NTKNFTZF1|(,TP’C-D.FPGCBFCBKDZ\

[GGFNTZCK\[NSVZFPXGG\NVRKRGPKNFCPKNF.

22ZBGPF[M\C\KCPBPZK’P[RF\GZF{FIKCGZFDEGN’,SVZFKGCNNMCGEFZCRIGO

ZCKRGCKW)CEVGS(.
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CBNMSREZKF[NPXZKO.GMLFDKCZ’VRISTNFRBPZCFYEPFNP[RF

\GZF,GVRFBNFZPC"OCHFFN[GQ~TCZK\CPYGZ|:

ZBGKNFEZ\LNFGZG\NTGNO[NBKRKIGFDPZBPNF\TSYCF!
23

FZK[Z’VRISFCKQKVFPFKMGGR\G[NFZPC"O,FRPSZ\CDNGKCFYEP\

FIKCGZ.

GF[KCNGFZPC"O~TCZK\CPYGZ|:

ISG[NGO!NBBPZ\KNB\\TSYGNBCDPZBGNBCFNMG\FZCZ’KXIY

BGHGN\G...GMKBRKXKGGK\KBGTN\FTNNCK[B[ZGUMNFSVZKO[RT[G

NVR#KPVRKIKCGZK?GFNBCVKZG[BPZ\KC\IKN\IKCGZK[NBIKCZ\K

BG\GBNBPVRKYGXZFZGI,NPK[BKRGKMGNNKZENTGPYF\NPGEGNB

KCKQPPRGEZLFBSGZGFPG\Z
24

.

EZMG[NFZPC"OCEIKK\ECZKCKYGZ\FK\FNVTPKONFDHKOCFB[PF

)’NBBPZ\KNB\\TSYG’,’[B[ZGU’(,MEK[KGMNNEIG\FCZD[.GK[

[F\RTZCBZKMG\,TNBU[YG[KK\FPY[KOBKRRFRJGN\PP[G\.CTRKKQ

BIZ[FB[KOCGZ’VRISFEKKQB\FZPC"ORBNWFZPC"ONDNG\ECZKO

[BPZCTNVFNYCGX\PYGZCKG.\NGR\G[NZ’VRISKGXB\PECZKFZPC"O

~TCZK\CPYGZ|:’M\C\CM\CBIE,[BRKBPZ\KCZCKOTNKL,[VNGRKEKKQ

BNSMREZKBR\CZZNK[BKRGKGETMNGO,GBKRGCYKCIMP\IMPK

F\NPGE’
25

.GHFN[GQ\[GC\FZPC"O:’ECZHFPTGNONBBPZ\KTNKL,

[BKRKBGPZ[YZ,NBCRGSIHFGNBCRGSIBIZ.BCNFKG[OPYX\

ECZKO,MLFKG~GMG’...|BPZ\KBN\\PFG,BNGCRKVZRXB,DOMNFKFGEKO

[CTZKFTZNKO,BVKNGIMODEGN[CFQBKRGCYKCEKRK’GMG’
26

.FMI[G\MTKQ

BNGKXB[MZQCFVSEQ,GFGBFEKQCFMI[F’GMKBPZ\K[B[ZGU’.

GB[ZNJKTGQ[NBIKCZB\FIKCGZBNB’NPK[BKRGKMGNNKZENTGPY

F\NPGE’,NBMLM\GCCFYEPF,BNB:
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23[KN\)NTKNFTZF3(,TP’\NI.

24[KN\)NTKNFTZF3(,TP’\NJ.

25[KN\)NTKNFTZF3(,TP’\PF-\PH.
26[O.
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GCHPQFHF\MVGXZG\K\KZG\GEIYF[TFB\FMNGBCEFIMP\IMPKRG

GCKR\RCGRKRGRS\#\ZF)TNVKM"K’FGDFPSVZK’;
27

NVRKRG:RS\ZF(.

GMCZTZTZ[E"N)[PGBNEGENGXBJG(TNHB\,GHFN[GRG:

GBGNOCPIKNFPMCGEFZPC"OH"NNBFZKECZKGMBQMFZKECZKG

CFYEP\G,MK[ONBBPZMNN[M\CSVZGNPK[BKRGKMGNNKZENTGPY

F\NPGE,BNBBPZ[BEOYGZBC\GZF[CM\C~MX"N|\IKNFGBI"M

YGZBCHF,GKGETPPRG\GZF[CT"VMNF,GBKRGXZKLNYZG\SVZBIZ

CKRKFO;GFRFPVRKF[NGO[]RFFZCH"NCBDZ\GSDRGQECZKG,B[ZM\C

CFYEP\G
28

.

D.PICZKOCRKHPRRGTN[KJ\FZPC"O

CHPRRGCBGPICZKOBIEKONFXKNRGPQFETFFPCKMF[BDCIRKM\IKCGZG

CKY[FZPC"ONCJNB\NKPGEF\NPGE,GBKNGBIZKOFXKDGB\FECZKOMVK

[FOTGNKOPQFPYGZG\FPECZKOCTETXPO,NNBMING[ZY.

RV\ICECZKFZCK"NPKPGQH"N,CQFEGZFYGEO,FT[GKKONKKXDB\

FTPEFFKSGEK\,FCBFBIZMLCXGZG\TEKRG\KG\Z:

JTGMNBNF[I[EGCGMKCICGZSVZGFDEGNI[CPI[CFGFK\F

MGGR\GNEIGYB\ZDNKF\NPGEGNFZIKYG...,MEK[SVZG’P[RF\GZF’

KFKFFVGSYFKIKEK,[TN-VKFGK[YMNFTO...TNFB[PFFHB\
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27["HFCNKQ,P[RF\GZFNFZPC"O,PETGBFCF,FSVZFPGDF~PFEGZ\XKNGO|,

KZG[NKOGYNKCNRE\[R"H.

28["ENGXBJG,’F\RXNG\TNECZPM\CF’CSVZMZOIPEI"D’,MZOIPEE)\YX"J(,

TP’.290BGNOTKKQ[OCECZKG,B[ZCFP[MOK[ZKMGLPF)CTYCG\FNIW?(.PMN

PYGO,FGBR[BZCTPE\G,ZBGTP’292-293;GTKKRGNTKNFTZF.7FPM\CFGEVS[O

)PM\CMI,TP’287-293(CF[PJ\[OFRPTQ.BGNOFRF,CBDZG\[E"N)PFEGZ\

["BDZBCTZ,VZHTPK[N\ZM"C(,CTP’560,FGCBFFMG\Z\CNCE)CFVRKKFNMZO

IPENDGUFPM\C(,GP\CZZP[O[FRPTQFGBFZCKFGEFGGBFZPBQ)1791-1868(

CKBZGSNBG,GBDZ\[E"NFKB\[GCFNPM\CG[NFR"N,[FKK\FCGFMI[F

[FZPC"OCKY[NPTJCNKPGEF\NPGE.
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[FGJIFCHPRFRDEZCKRG...F[KCFGBCDGENTRGG\RG\G~!|:’IS

G[NGO!...’GBPRO,MPFZIGYFGEIGKFFKBFSCZFM[FKB-NTXPF,
[FBK[,B[ZF\NPGEFGBR[P\-IKKGGIMPK-F\NPGEFONGSPN

FIMPFGF[NKPG\,[MNKPKGKDTNVZ[GNCBZECZKFO...EGGYBFGB

KZXFNV\TNNBMNJTOGXGZL,NFZIKYB\NCFTOPQF\NPGE!
29

MBPGZ,ECZKOTEKRKOGPBGVYKOKG\ZCBGBIZML.

CPFNLPBPZGFI[GC,’NIYZFZPC"O’,RDTKEKEKVZGV’[NPFHNPQ

FCNKQYXZG\DOCTRKKRRG:’NBF\MGGQFZPC"ONEIGYB\ZDNKF\NPGE,GNB

NCJNG,BLBKNGR\PP[F\MRK\FZPC"OGFKFIKCGZGP\YCNC#EZL[YKGGF

NF,FKFIKCGZGRT[FFIKCGZFTKYZK,FPZMHKGFPMZKTCFNMF.PPKNBFKF

F\NPGERT[FJVNNG,M[O[NET\FZPC"OM[R\YCNFFP[RFRT[GMN

FIKCGZKO[FKGNVRKMQJVNKONF,GM[R\YCNF\NPGERT[GFIKCGZKO

FBIZKOGCMNNOFP[RF,JVNKONG’
30

.

BMQCPI[C\FZPC"OMNIKCGZPZMHK[R\YCNFVLB\FBIZKO

NJVNKO.C#RKEGQK[FCENMPG\KFRT[&FBKMG\K:YGEOMGN,NET\FZPC"O

’TEZCKRGFYEG[NBIKCZGICGZ[PNPEKQBG\GCZCKO...BNBZB[CK\

EKQ...MG\CNTXPGHMZGQF[PGTG\’,
31

GV[KJB[PDKNG\S\ZKOBNFTCZG

MNKNTOVZSGOFP[RF,BCNIKCGZKO[NPP[,NVKET\FZPC"O,NBFKG

YKKPKOMNN.GB[ZN\NPGEG[NZCB[K,FEDK[FZPC"O[DOFIKCGZKO

F’JVNKO’TEKKQFKGEZG[KON[OKEKTF[NPF[NFFNMF:

GP[RKF\NPGEKQGPQF\GSV\BGPSVZBGPSVZKGPQF\GSV\G\PMGNO
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29K"NFMFQPKPGQ,P[RF\GZF,PFEGZFIE[FPXGNP\PEVGSZGPKZ"P,KZG[NKO

\[J"G,TP’7~=FR"N,ZCKP[FCQPKPGQ:\GNEG\IKKGGKXKZ\GFSVZG\K\,KZG[NKO

\["L,TP’TJ|.GMQCKY[GZCKONFS\VYCN[GQFBKDZ\MFDEZFSPMG\K\NRBPZ

CFYEPF.B"BVKKRJGL,SVZFPXGG\TOVKZG[VKYGEKK[ZKO,KZG[NKO\["S,TP’F,

YCT,NNBEKGQ:’PJZ\G[NFZPC"OFK\FN\BZB\\GZF[CTNVFMVK[FKB

C\YGV\G,GNBNYCGTB\\GMRF[N\GZF[CTNVFNEGZG\.FZPC"OBKRRGZGBF

CIKCGZG\INKUN\NPGEKO’.

30["HFCNKQ,’NIYZFZPC"O’,X"B[JKKRVNE)TGZL(,IYZF\GZF[CTNVFCIPK[KO

[RG\FPEKRF,KZG[NKO\[S"C,TP’.31

31FYEPFNP[RF\GZF.



K\CBZFBSGZGFPG\Z,GFJPBGFJFGZ,GFIKKCGFVJGZ,GFM[Z

GFVSGN
32

.

FGGFBGPZ,[BZFIKCGZKOBGPRORT[G\RKKRKKON\NPGEKO,BCNTEKKQFKF

XGZLCFO,MVK[FZPC"OTXPGRHYYNFOFZCFMEKNPXG\B\FFNMF,

MKEGT.PF[BKQMQBIZKFGVT\P[RF\GZF,[MCZBKQXGZLCMN[YEONG

N[OKEKT\FFNMF.BVKNGN[OFCR\[GZ[KFK[EZLKG\ZJGCFFTGYV\

B\F[YNBGJZKBF\NPGEK,MVK[RZBFNFNQ.

NBIZGRFFGVKTPBPZG[NK[ZBN\B-[PTHMZGNCZMF:’FBGPRORYJ
FZPC"OTPEFPFVMRK\MNVKNKPGEF\NPGE’.PBPZHFFKRGFZXBF[R[B

C[T\G.\B-[PTTXPGNBHMFNTCEB\FECZKO,GFOCBKOMXGZ\O.FGB

FTPKETNML[CBZXG\FPHZITCZTKYZFNKPGEFFNM\KMCZNVRK

FZPC"OPQF\NPGENFNMG\FZK"U,GFSKY’[SVZ"P[RF\GZF"NBFZIKY

B\YFNFNGPEKOPQFPYGZG\F\NPGEKKO,[CNBHB\FKGZGCOPZGIYKO

PFO’
33

.BGPRO\B-[PTDOM\C[O[BMQ:’F\DGCFFRHTP\FR[PT\

PPM\CG[NZCKVKRISFEKKQP[YV\B\RYGE\FPCJFXZV\K\-B[MRHK\,
[ZCKVKRISFKFRG[BECZF,GB[ZPCIKR\FBMQPFGGFVTNG[NFZPC"O

PFVL[NPP[GSMRFPGI[K\NNKPGEF\GZF’.\B-[PTDOFJTKO[KXKZ\G

[NFZPC"OCP[RF\GZFFIHKZFB\TJZ\F\NPGENKG[RFCML[P[RF

\GZFZGGKN[GQ\NPGEG[BZECZKIH"N{CFKYU[K[FSEZKO,KG\Z

PCSVZKFVSYMSDRGQFZK"UGBIZKO)MNGPZ,YKXGZKF\NPGE(,GNCSGUBU

P[\P[KOFNGPEKOCP[RF\GZFMEKNFVKYPPRGPFNLVZ[RKPIGE[

NSGDKK\F\NPGE,’GPKXGKRZICGP\YEOCKG\Z[NJMRKYFHGTPEPBIGZK

[KJ\FNKPGEFCZKSYBK\’
34

.

[\KFRYGEG\RMGRG\PBGE,GPCIKR\RGFKBFRG\R\.FZPC"O[KNCB\

PKNG\F\NPGE,PGRIKGGEGDPBG\KGMEK[KNPEG\GZF[CTNVFMGNFPSVZG,

GNBPQF\NPGE.NK\PBQEVNKD[F\GXBFFCN\KP\GMRR\[NF[KPG[
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32[O.

33K’\B-[PT,’FBGPRORYJFZPC"OTPEFPFVMRK\MNVKNKPGEF\NPGE’,B’ZCKXYK

)TGZL(,FZPC"O:[PZRG\,PYGZKG\,PFVMRG\,KZG[NKO\[S"I,TP’.115

34[O,TP’116-.115



C#IKCGZN[OVZ[RG\F\NPGEFKK\FCGGEBKNPGZ\ZGIG[NFZPC"OBKNG

FMKZ\GVTFHGCMNFKYVF.NKPGEFZK"UTNI[CGQNKPGEF\NPGEMCZCKPK

FZPC"OTXPGBKQCGCMEKNDPEB\F\TGHF[NZCRGCXB\GCYZKB\G

FRZD[\:’[BEOYGZB\GZF[CM\C\INF,GBIZMLYGZBCHF...GBKRG

XZKLNYZG\SVZBIZCKRKFO’.CN[GRG[NPRIOB+NGQ:’...PJZFRGSV\,

EDGNFGPFVMRK\~...|PJZFDEGNFGRGTHFHGFCKTFZPC"OMEZMG,CPNKO

CZGZG\GIEP[PTKG\’
35

.

CFY[ZECZKF’SRDGZKF’[VZSOFNYKQM\CFZCKXIY[KN\:’TOHB\,

CZGZGV[GJ[FZPC"ONBF\MGGQMNNNPTJB\I[KCG\NKPGEF\NPGE’
36

.

NKRZBKOECZKFZCYBVIHMZGRGNCZMF:’MNGPZPJZ\FP[BGP\Q

GFGKMGIKOFTKGRKKO[C\NPGE\PFGR[\NPFNET\ZCRG,MKNBCBGBNB

NXGZL[TF,NCKZGZP[RKG\BGCZK\G\S\GPG\,GBUSCZG\CN\KPNGCRG\.

BLNBIZ[R\NCQFMN~MNGPZ,CP[RF\GZF.[K"V|BKQXGZLNTSGY

CFQ’
37

.ECZKOj#c@ẐC‘Rf\.

IGYZI[GC[XKEEC[T\GCPTRFG[NFZPC"ONF\YV\G[NZ’VRIS

FEKKQFKFKXIYJCZSYKHMZGRGNCZMF,CTN’PCGBNP[RF\GZFNZPC"O’,

FGBFIKCGZFPZMHK[RM\CTNP[RF\GZFTETXOFKGOFHF,GFMNRKHGRKO

PPRG.CV\ISVZGPJTKOJCZSYK:

GCTKRKFPCYZKO:FMGGRFFVSGNF{NFTPKEB\’P[RF\GZF’CPYGO

F\NPGE...FJTRF[MBKNGCKY[NCJNB\NPGEF\NPGENJGC\FTKSGY

CIKCGZGREIK\TNKEKFZPC"ONINGJKQGCBGVQRPZW
38

.

CBIEFPIYZKO[YEONSVZGMG\CJCZSYK:

When [...] he says with considerable pathos that he has never urged
the abandonment of gemara, we have no reason to impugn this
declaration.
I would now venture to submit that we should perhaps be able to
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35P’B+NGQ,FP[VJFTCZK,KZG[NKO\[N"D,TP’981;FGSV\KFED[F.

36[KN\)NTKNFTZF3(,TP’ZRH.

37YBVI)NTKNFTZF1(,TP’YNG,FT’.33

38K’JCZSYK,PCGBNP[RF\GZFNZPC"O,KZG[NKO\[R"B,TP’.27



terminate the debate as to the meaning of the term Mishneh Torah
and its alleged aim of superseding the Talmud.39

GCPIYZPBGIZKG\ZM\C:

NKREPF,GCPYGOBIZRSK\KNFGMKI,[DKNGVRKOCZPC"O[NBMFNMF

GCTXOK[NVZ[B\ECZKGCBGVQBIZ,CMEKNFTPKEDOB\FXFZ\G

FRPZX\CBDZ\GNZ’VRISFEKKQ:’ET~...|GMKBRKXGK\KBGTN\FTN

NCK[B[ZGU’GMG’
40

.

PFFOFJKTGRKO[TNKFOFSPKLJCZSYKPSYRFHG?RYGE\FPGXBFKB

FNMG\\NPGE\GZFVZYB,[CGVGSYFZPC"O,TNVKFCZKK\BFCBF

VTPKKOC\NPGE,MKXEKNPEBEO,GPFKNPE.

YKEG[KQNT"B;TCGEFHZFKJT"C:

NTGNOK[N[BEO[RG\KG,

[NK[CPYZB,[NK[CP[RF,[NK[C\NPGE.

FNMG\\NPGE\GZF)BKB-KC(:

GIKKCN[N[B\HPQNPKE\G,[NK[C\GZF[CM\C,G[NK[C\GZF[CTN

VF,G[NK[KCKQGK[MKNBIZK\ECZPZB[K\GGKGXKBECZPECZGKEPF

ECZNECZGKEKQCPEG\[F\GZFREZ[\CFQTE[KETFKBLFGBTKYZ

FPEG\GFKBLKGXKBFBSGZGFPG\ZGMKGXBCFQPECZKO[NPEPVK

F[PG’~TF|,GTRKKQHFFGBFRYZB\NPGE.

MKXE?FKFCTNBGPRG\GFKFTGSYCPNBM\G[N[[TG\CKGOGC\GZF

\[T,BG\QF\[TYGZBC[N[PFQC\GZF[CM\C,GC[N[C\GZF

[CTNVF,GC[N[P\CGRQCET\GNFCKQECZPECZ.GECZKYCNF
41

CMNN\GZF[CM\CFQ,GVKZG[QCMNN\GZF[CTNVF,GFTRKKRG\

FRYZBKQVZESCMNNF\NPGE.
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39I. Twersky, ‘Some Non-Halakic Aspects of theMishneh Torah’, A. Altman
(ed.), Jewish Medieval and Renaissance Studies, Cambridge 1967, p. 110.

40K’JCZSYK,’Z’KGSUB[MRHKGSVZP[RF\GZFNZPC"O’,[’NKCZPQ)TGZL(,SVZFKGCN

NMCGE[NGOCBZGQNPNB\NG[PGRKO[RF,INYTCZK,KZG[NKO\[N"F,TP’YVE.

41MNGPZ,R"L.



CPFECZK’BPGZ’,C\IN\\NPGEG[NBEO.BCNM[KDEKNCIMPFGNB

KFBXZKLNBNNPGE\GZF[CM\CGNBNTSGY\PKEC\GZF[CTNVF,

KYZBCT\KOPHGPRKO\GZF[CM\CGECZKF[PGTFMEK[NBK[MIECZ

PECZKEKRK\GZF,GKVRFMNKPKGN\NPGECNCE,NVKZGICNCGGK[GC

ET\G.

’PYZB’[NFCZKK\BRT[@F’\GZF[CM\C’BXNFZPC"O.’P[RF’[N

FCZKK\BRT[\F’\GZF[CTNVF’CECZKG,GFMGGRFCGGEBKN̂NKPGESVZ

P[RF\GZF.RKIB.BCNPFG’FTRKKQFRYZB\NPGE’CECZKFZPC"O?

TNVK’\NPGE’HFJGTQJCZSYK[RK\QMT\NFMZKTCGGKMGIFBOP[RF

\GZFBPGZFKF,NVKMGGR\FZPC"O,NFINKUB\NKPGEF\NPGEBONBG.

BSMOB\JKTGRG:CFYEP\G,CFDEZ\KKTGEG[NFIKCGZ,FZPC"OBKRGPXKD

BNBB\FPZMKCF[RK[N\GMRK\[KNG[FHPQ.’P[RF’=’\GZF[CTNVF’

=’P[RF\GZF’.BCNNEKEG[NJCZSYKNBEIFFZPC"OB\FPZMKC

F[NK[K,\NPGE,[FZK’\NPGE’PGVKTCEKQFP[GN[[NFZPC"O

M#F\TSYG\F\GZRK\FRTNFCKG\Z.NVKHB\BVGB,M[FZPC"OFXFKZCZD[

CVRKZ’VRISFEKKQMKPTGNONBCKY[NTHGCB\F\NPGE,BKQNRGSKCFMN

[FKBNF\PKFTNECZKG.FPKNKOCFNMG\\NPGE\GZFVZYB’’G[NK[KCKQ

GK[MKN...GTRKKQHFFGBFRYZB\NPGE’PGMKIG\NVKJCZSYK[FZPC"ONB

CKY[NEIGYB\ZDNKF\NPGE,BNBBEZCF,’\NPGE’FGBFVTKNG\

FPCGZM\[KTSGYCFMNIMO!

GCN[GQFPYGZ:

This is how Maimonides describes its aim: ‘... a person who first
reads the Written Law and then this compilation will know from it
the whole of the Oral Law’. If we rephrase this in light of the three
units or categories defined in Hilkot Talmud Torah it means that
Maimonides has provided a new text for the study of mishnah –
torah she-b’al peh. He has dealt with unit two of the three units of
study, but has not trespassed on the grounds of unit three, gemara.
When, therefore, he says with considerable pathos that he has never
urged the abandonment of gemara, we have no reason to impugn
this declaration. We may rather vindicate this contention and am-
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plify it as follows: I composed a text for what I designated as torah
she-b’al peh – that is, the mishnah, unit two – but unit three remains:
gemara.42

BGNOCZGZPBGE[’TRKKQHFFRYZB\NPGE’[CECZKFZPC"OBKQNGTRKKQ

NNKPGEF\NPGEFCCNKBGFKZG[NPK[TNKGYCNZ’VRIS.GBORVZ[

[FZPC"O,M[BPZ’ISG[NGONBTN\FTNNCK’,F\MGGQNNKPGE’\NPGE’

CPGCQ[N’KCKQGK[MKN’,MNGPZNBNKPGEFJYSJF\NPGEK,BNBNKPGE

PTPKY[N’BIZK\ECZPZB[K\GGKGXKBECZPECZGKEPFECZNECZGKEKQ

CPEG\[F\GZFREZ[\...’,NB\FKFCKEFZPC"OCHB\BNBFTZPFRGSV\,

GBKQEKCML’CMEKNFTPKE~...|B\FXFZ\GFRPZX\’.GFRF,PBPZG[N

JCZSYK[PPRGXGJJFYJTENTKNFGRIMXGZ\GCVZYF[K[K[NSVZG,

PCGBNP[RF\GZF,BNB[MNFYJTFHFRYJTP\GMGGBKRRG,GFGECYG

FYXGG\.TNKRGNFCKQBVGB[DOJCZSYKTXPGIHZCGPZBKFHG,GCXEYZC.

GBMQ,M[O[YKCN[MZTNFEZK[F,MQYKCN[MZTNFVZK[F.

E.F’\NPGE’[NFZPC"O

’[NK[C\NPGE’,FQCCZKK\BGFQBXNFZPC"O,FGBCGGEBKNBTKSGY

CKXKZFSVZG\K\MN[FKB,BNBVTGNFTKGRK\[NMNKIKEGKIKE,MHG

[\KBZZC[ZKZBDBGQCBKDZ\G:’GC\ZE\YKQZCKFNMB\B,FGFBK\NFGQ

\NPGEB,EFGFPVZ[KQCKFEGYKEP\RK\KQGVZBJKGMNNKGJTPK

EEZB[F’;
43

’\NPGEFGBIMPFEZB[GRKO,GSCZKQCKFJTPKP[RF’
44

.

CMNHB\,PGJCNZE\KG\ZN̂TGPYMGGR\FZPC"OCRGDTN[NK[HF.

’FTRKKRG\FRYZBKQVZES’,[FOCMNNF\NPGE,PGHMZKOMBQMPTJMNBIZ

KE,MBKNGC\GSV\EKCGZ.HFFGBFVZES[RJTFZPC"OCBZCT\FVZYKO

FZB[GRKO[NFNMG\KSGEKF\GZF,
45

FGBPT[FCZB[K\GPT[FPZMCF,
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42JCZSYK)NTKNFTZF39(,TP’.110

43BKDZ\ZC[ZKZBDBGQ,PFEGZ\C"PNGKQ,IKVF\ZV"B,TP’.50

44BKDZ\ZC[ZKZBDBGQ,[O,TP’.51

45TKKRG[OEKD.



FO,’[RKFPETKOFNNG,FJCTKGFBNFK’,
46

FOFVKHKYFGFPJVKHKYF.NKE

’VZES’HFP\BZZCRGVTGNF\GZRK\,BK[K\GPYGZK\:’KCKQGK[MKNBIZK\

ECZPZB[K\G’.FZK[NG[IMPG\:IMP\KEKT\FCGZB,IMP\KEKT\TGNPG

GIMP\KEKT\\GZ\G.

TOMNBZKMG\N[GRF[NFNMFHG,MGGR\FFPEGKY\BKRFDNGKFMNN.

FXJGVVG\O[NMNFN[GRG\FNNG,B[ZZPGHCFOEKGQCMNKOPTKQBNF[N

FEKGQFVKNGSGVK,PS\KZFB\FMGGRFFV[GJFPQFTKQ.PZGCZPHKOFVL

FV[JNSGEMPGSGI\GO.MNVKZG[[BXKTBVGBKFKFCIKR\F[TZF

GRKIG[.CFS\KKDG\HGBRSFNFTNG\MKGGQ.

EGPF[K[NFSPKLB\FECZKONRBPZCFYEPFNVKZG[FP[RF
47

.[O

PGSZFZPC"OZ[KPF[NPXGG\B[ZEZMKYKGPQRK\RGNP[FCTNVF,

GTNHB\M\C:

TOFKG\O~[NVKZG[KFPXGG\|PYGCNKOGBKQPINGY\CFO,PIMP\

FPYZBFR\GQ[BV[ZNFGXKBPPRGBNGFVKZG[KOCBGVRKOPQ

FFKY[KOGFSPMKOGFZPHKOGFFGZBG\FPXGKKOCM\GC
48

.

VKZG[KFPXGG\GEZLYKGPQRK\RGCTNVF,BCNYKKP\DOPTZM\TXPBK\

[NZPHKO,FJPGRFCIMP\F[N\GZF[CM\C,GPPRFRK\QNENG\B\MN

BG\OVZJKEKRKO[RK\RGCSKRKCTNVF,CBGVQTXPBKGCRVZE.TN

FYK[GZKG\FNNGCKSSGIH"NB\EZ[G\KFO,NBEZ[G\KGXZG\,GNBEZ[G\

SGPMG\P[NFO,BNBEZ[G\FPDNG\GFPB[ZG\B\\GMQ\GZF[CTNVF

P\GLFZPHKOFJPGRKOCTGPYIMP\\GZF[CM\C.BGNOIH"NNBPKXGB\

BG\QYK[GZKG\.GFZBKF:K[CP[RF\GZFEZ[G\PYGZKG\[FZPC"O

TXPGEGZ[PQFM\GC,
49

K[[FGBEGZ[CN[GQ’BRKBGPZ[HF[RBPZ
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46VKZG[FP[RFNIDKDFCB,)PFEGZ\YBVITOFPYGZFTZCK,KZG[NKO\[M"E,TP’[TH(.

47F[GGH. A. Davidson, ‘Maimonides’ Shemonah Perakim and Alfarabi’s Fusul
al-Madani’, PAAJR, 31 (1963), pp. 33-50; H. A. Davidson, Moses Maimo-

nides: the Man and his Works, Oxford 2005, p. 199.
48PFEGZ\YBVI,TP’KH;PFEGZ\[KN\,FYEPG\FZPC"ONP[RF,KZG[NKO\[R"C,TP’

NI,GP[OFGCBF\ZDGO[CVRKO.

49ZBGI’J[ZRGCKW,\GNEG\FVGSYKO,B,RKG-KGZY\["G-\["I,TP’201;B"FGGKKS,

’\GNEG\FZCZCKRGP[FCQPKPGQ’.CK\\NPGE,B)\ZP"B(,TP’231,FTZF.34



C\GZF’GMG’,
50

GK[[FZBC"EEGIFB\FEZ[FGYGCN[FVSGY[FCKB’FGB

CTRKKQBIZ’,
51

GK[[FNIOP[RFYGCT[FZPC"OEGZ[’VSGY[NBRHMZ

CDPZB’
52

.FEZ[G\FPYGZKG\FNNGRGCTG\PBG\OSPMKO,ZPHKOGFGZBG\,

GFQBP\F[N\GZF
53

.BCNDOFZPC"ONBPKXFBG\Q,G’\NPGE’NT\KENCGB

FGBVTGNFTKGRK\,[CFMNIMOPP[KLNFTPKYC#Y[Z[CKQF\GZF[CTN

VFN\GZF[CM\C,VTGN\F[NPFN[RKF[NK[KOFZB[GRKO[NSEZFNKPGE.

CF\CGRRG\[MNK\HGBEOT[GKNIEGZNBP\FFCZB[K\K\[NMNBI\

PPXGG\FBN,NIHGZNBG\GZDT[NFPVWFDEGNCSKRK,[CGF\GZFFRXIK\

FKK\FN[NG[FZB[KO:CM\C,CTNVF,GPTZM\FYK[GZKG\,GC\GMFDO

[NG[T[ZFPKEG\[F\GZFREZ[\CFQ,[DOFQRK\RGNP[FCSKRK
54

.BO

\[MKNC’\NPGEHF’,KFKG[NG[FBNFNBIEKOCKEL.
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50P[RF\GZF,RTZFC\GNF,C,KH)GTKKRGKEV[GJF(.

51P[RF\GZF,TCGEFHZF,KG.

52P[RF\GZF,KSGEK\GZFJB.GZBGFNMG\PPZKOCB,[DONT\KENCGBZ[BKCK\EKQ

NIE[FNMFCEZ[G\TNVKFPKEG\.

53F[GGET\G[NZC[ZKZBDBGQMP\GBZ\BXNK’CNKE[JKKQ,TKGRKOCPI[C\FFNMF

GFBDEF,CBZ[CT\[S"E,TP’348=.349BXKKQCHFKZG\NBV[ZG\[FZPC"OZGPH

NTXPBG\PSGKP\CKQBG\FPTZM\SPGKF[NFSPMKONCKQ[NG[T[ZFFPKEG\

[F\GZFREZ[\CFQ)ZBGEGKEHGQCSVZG~NTKNFTZF47|,TP’129,GNFNQCFP[L

FFTZF(.N[O\KBGZPTZM\HGFGBRGYJCPKNKOTZCKG\)’NMQPTMGRFBPZGKFGNB

BM’\NBUVKFB,PQIMPF’BNMNBOBNPRHNBRF\S\M’ZDPRFFE’FBN\VBSKZCGD’GF

PQBNYKBSB\GBNBSRBEB\GBN\NGKIB\GBNB[BZB\BNGBYTFVKBNRW’(,GNB

CNK[RBEZCRQ,MVK[FKFBV[ZNT[G\BOF\MGGQNHFe\[NPFTO[NG[T[ZF

FPKEG\,FZKZDKNFGBC\GLFTZCK\[NVKZG[FP[RKG\NRYGJFZCFPGRIKO[N

F\GZF[CTNVFCN[GQIMPKO.GKVFRHFZFZC[KN\GRPRTPNF[\P[CNK[RBEZCRQ

C\ZDGPQ.GBVKNG’BNYKBSB\’,FPGRIFVG\I,BKRRGNVKHB\F\KKISG\MGNN\NPTZM\

[NG[T[ZFPKEG\)MVK[RJTQCPFEGZ\YBVI~NTKNFTZF44|,CFTZFNFYEPF

NP[RF,TP’KH,FTZF57,GMBG\F[KJFM\CDOEGKEHGQ,TP’129:By the forms of
dialectical reasoning, Maimonides means the thirteen well-known

canons of rabbinic dialectic(,FT[GKFNDZGZB\FB\[BZFPGRIKOENFNQ

MSGDKNKPGEKO[NIH"NEGGYB,BNB’FKY[KO’MBQFGBPG[DMNNK[NF[GGBG\

FZPRGKJKG\)TKKRGFKJCCSVZFPXGG\,F[GZ[F[RK,PFEGZ\YBVI~NTKNFTZF1|,

TP’KC=KD,GCFTZF91(;K’CNBG,PKNGQNJYSJKOTZCKKO=KFGEKO,KZG[NKO\[S"G,TP’

579(.EZ[G\KFO[NIH"NRSPMG\TNBG\FPTZM\TXPBK\,BCNBKRQPPXG\

BG\F,GR[BZPYGONIMONTSGYCFTKSGYPYGZKGCN\K=BPXTK.

54PCGBNVKZG[FP[RF)PFEGZ\YBVI~NTKNFTZF44|(,TP’E.



F\CGRRG\HGPBKZFB\IKCGZF\GZF[CTNVFN\GZF[CM\CTNKEK

PTZM\FFVTNF[CYK[GZKG\.BGPRODOF\NPGE[NRGTG[FHB\,BCNHG

[YCTFZPC"OFKBF\CGRRG\TGYV\\NPGE.K[MBQBVGB’\NPGE’TGYU

\NPGE.FGBDOTGYUB\PEZ[O[NIH"NGIGHZNRYGEFFCZB[K\K\PP[,

BNFZDT[NG#i]ŶZ@BF’N̂P‘r&FB&NZ‘BrF@F@ZG#i#T#NP‘r&F.

FZPC"OCKJNB\F\NPGEFYKKOMEKNFINKVGC\NPGEBIZ,P[GVZ,

BPK\KGRXIK.INYPFINVFHGYKKOMCZCT[KK\FIKCGZ,FGBP[RF\GZF,

GINYKCGBC#F\CGRRG\FIG\Z\NFCKQECZPECZ,’FTRKKRG\FRYZBKO

\NPGE’,BG\FVTGNF[FK\F\NPGEO[NZB[GRKOC[T\O.

EGPF[FTRKKRG\FNNGFRYZBKO\NPGEFODOFP[L\NPGEG[N

FZPC"OTXPGNTGNO[MGNGBZGL.

DOMVK[FKFGMVK[FKGPFNMKZGIG,HGMFFZPC"OGKHMFNTGNO

NFTZXFNNBDCGN,GNET\KBUNBFCFMRFGTPGYFCNCMNPK[\GZ\

K[ZBNKYZFNG,GBGNKBUKG\Z,M[NBRJ[J[B\EPG\GFBPK\K\.NET\K

FMCGEFZBGKNIMOPVNKBTXFHFKFKFNFTPKEB\FZPC"OMPG\[FGB,

CPNGBYGP\G,NNBMING[ZY.

*

CTNFKGCNHKMFBG\RGC[GZFBZGMF[NPIYZKOTNFZPC"OGCK\G,

FKGRYKOKEKTG\I[GCG\PPSPMKDRKH\YFKZ.BIEPFOYZGCNRKEGQ[NRG

CML[FGBTGSYCFGZB\FZPC"ON\NPKEKG,FZKFGBFPBPZ’Z[KPG\

\NPKECCK\PEZ[FZPC"OCBPGRG\GETG\GCFNMF’,\ZCKWSC)\[R"D(

TP’523=.583TNTRKKRRGZBGCPKGIETP’523=525,527=528,GXZVGNMBQ.

FR[ZFDEGNSKEZB\P[R\GNVRK\NPKEKGM[NIQTZGL,BCNFCJKI

[TKYZP\Q[MZFDRGHFGBNT\KENCGB.B\’SVZBFCF’V\ICBFC\

F\GZF:PFBFC\K\GZ\LMNFKGOFKB[KI\K.
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