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When [...] he says with considerable pathos that he has never urged
the abandonment of gemara, we have no reason to impugn this
declaration.

[ would now venture to submit that we should perhaps be able to
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terminate the debate as to the meaning of the term Mishneh Torah

and its alleged aim of superseding the Talmud.*”
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This is how Maimonides describes its aim: ... a person who first
reads the Written Law and then this compilation will know from it
the whole of the Oral Law’. If we rephrase this in light of the three
units or categories defined in Hilkot Talmud Torah it means that
Maimonides has provided a new text for the study of mishnah —
torah she-b'al peh. He has dealt with unit two of the three units of
study, but has not trespassed on the grounds of unit three, gemara.
When, therefore, he says with considerable pathos that he has never
urged the abandonment of gemara, we have no reason to impugn
this declaration. We may rather vindicate this contention and am-
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plify it as follows: I composed a text for what I designated as torah
she-b'al peh — that is, the mishnah, unit two — but unit three remains:
gemara.*?
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nides: the Man and his Works, Oxford 2005, p. 199.
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